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back. He had spent almost a decade in hiding in
Mexico while fighting a battle to bring rights to

indigenous groups in rural parts of Mexico. Since
the end of the 1970s, he was one of the main
rebel leaders of the Zapatistas movement. He
had fled to Mexico in the 1980s to escape an

arrest warrant issued by the government of then
President Miguel de la Madrid. 'Real message'
Mr Marcos was quoted by the Associated Press

as saying at a news conference that the
Zapatistas movement had returned. "This is not

a message for the government but a real
message to our supporters to maintain their

faith in us," he said. Mr Marcos said he had been
unable to return because he was being hunted
by Mexican authorities who wanted to arrest
him for other crimes committed in the 1970s.
"We considered ourselves prisoners in Mexico
and so we took refuge in other countries," he
said. "We cannot return to Mexico, but on the

other hand, the government does not want us to
return to Mexico either. "No-one bothers about

the 6.5 million people killed in the period
between 1962 and 1976, and no-one wants to
know about that." The Zapatistas movement is

seeking recognition of human rights in Mexico. It
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holds regular protests in parts of rural northern
Mexico, parts of which remain largely unaffected
by the Mexican drug trade. Violence According
to figures released by the UN in 2011, some six
million people have been killed in Mexico since

the
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