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Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan is asking
prosecutors to reach a plea deal with the parents
involved in the nationwide college admissions
bribery scandal. Court documents show the
scandal involved celebrities, including actresses
Lori Loughlin and Felicity Huffman, and parents
who paid huge sums of money to get their
children into elite schools. Loughlin is involved in
an unrelated investigation in Massachusetts.
While the parents were indicted on charges of
conspiracy and mail fraud, they have not been
convicted. The documents filed Wednesday in U.S.
District Court in Boston says prosecutors in
Massachusetts have agreed to reach a joint
recommendation with the attorney general's
office in Illinois. Prosecutors said Illinois'
involvement in the case is because the scheme
had a "substantial" impact on Illinois. The
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documents say Illinois wants the parents to agree
to serve community service and pay penalties.
People interviewed after the indictments said their
children were never told why they were being
admitted to college. It's not clear whether
Madigan's office represents the parents, or if any
have already agreed to a deal. The documents
include one where prosecutors write that a parent
paid the head of a college admissions testing
service $50,000 to have someone correct the
answer to one of the questions on a college
application to guarantee the student's admission.
Prosecutors also said the scheme involved an
unapproved test question that was a "proximate
cause" of the applicant's admission. Other parents
accused of fraud said their children were never
informed why they were admitted. "Obviously, our
son's life is completely ruined," said one parent,
John Edwards. His son was accepted at the
University of Texas, where Edwards said he'd
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on his
son's college education. Edwards says he "was
bullied" by the process and doesn't know how to
help his son move on. "He's a sweet kid, and it
hurts him to see his life turn out like this," said
Edwards, who says his son plans to take a deferral
for a year and hope to transfer to another school.
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The documents say prosecutors have agreed to
make public documents and audio recordings
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